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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 01556 171614Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 FRB-01 
INR-10 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
SP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 DODE-OO SOE-02 NSC-05 
SS-15 STR-07 CEA-01 /098 W 

027946 171800Z/14 

P 171446Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 755 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 1556 

PASS COMMERCE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, US, SF 

SUBJECT: US-SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE STATISTICS - 1977 
REFERENCE: (A) STATE 55831; (B) PRETORIA 1446 

1 . REFTEL (B ) ASKED FOR US-SOUTH AFRICA COMMODITY BREAKDOWNS 
FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE ANALYSIS STAFF OF COMMERCE. 

2. WE ARE SUBSEQUENTLY ASKED BY SA FINANCIAL WEEKLY FOR A 
SLIGHTLY MORE DETAILED BREAKDOWN OF US-SOUTH AFRICA TRADE 
THAN CONTAINED IN REFTEL (A). COULD TOTALS UNDER FOLLOWING 
OR SIMILAR HEADINGS BE PROVIDED: 

US EXPORTS: RICE, PULP AND PAPER, CHEMICALS, TEXTILES, 


NON-ELECTRIC MACHINERY, ELECTRIC MACHINERY. ROAD VEHICLES, 
AIRCRAFT, SCIENTIFIC AND PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT. 

US IMPORTS: SHELLFISH, SUGAR. DIAMONDS, FERROMANGANESE 


AND MANGANESE ORE, OTHER FERROALLOYS; PLATINUM; WORKS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PRETOR 01556 171614Z 

OF ART (KRUGERRAND INCLUDED; NICKEL, CHROME AND 
OTHER NONFERROUS ORES, WOOD PULP. 

3. TWO QUESTIONS HAVE ARISEN CONCERNING TOTALS GIVEN 
IN STATE 55831. FIRST, WE WOULD HAVE THOUGHT US IMPORTS 
OF KRUGERRAND WERE SIGNIFICANT ENOUGH IN 1977 TO 
JUSTIFY A SEPARATE HEADING. SECOND, FIGURE OF $181. 
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MILLION FOR IRON SEEMS REMARKABLY HIGH. CAN SUB- 
CATEGORIES OF THIS BE PROVIDED? 

4.. WE ARE ALSO ASKED WHETHER TOTAL FOR DIAMONDS 
($333 MILLION) IS ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS OF ALSO INCLUDES 
CUT DIAMONDS OF SA ORIGIN FOR EUROPE AND ISRAEL. 

5. JOURNAL HAS ASKED FOR INFO BY OPENING OF 
BUSINESS, TUESDAY, MARCH 21, TO MEET DEADLINE. 

BOWDLER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 
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Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 
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Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 
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Format: TEL 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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